THE CORPORATE SOCIETY: THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY
freemen; they were excluded from the national courts since
small private courts sprang up all over England; and the
obligations attached to their tenure became more onerous in
the shape of heavier labour services and legal restrictions
on their movements. The encroachments of the Normans
upon the liberties of the English people were attended by one
redeeming feature. The household slaves were settled on the
land and eventually were absorbed into the ordinary villein
stock. With their disappearance slavery in England became
a thing of the past.
The free village communities of Early England were now
transformed into manorial communities, although some
lordless villages escaped the general servitude especially in
the eastern counties where Danish immigrants had settled.
Henceforth for several hundreds of years the typical English
village was a manor, that is, an estate owned by a lord and
occupied by a population of dependent cultivators. The lord
with his retinue of servants and officials was the core of the
manorial system. He was the legal proprietor of the whole
estate but retained only a portion of it in his own hands.
This was the home farm or demesne: it usually consisted of
strips interspersed among those of the tenants whose primary
obligation was the duty of cultivating it. At first landowners
were accustomed to travel from one estate to another con-
suming the produce of their demesnes; not until the practice
died out did they establish themselves in permanent resi-
dences and erect the stately mansions which adorn the
countryside to our day. Even the king made journeys for
the same purpose, and it explains why Magna Carta
enjoined that the courts of justice should remain in a fixed
place. The demesne, however, was something more than a
mere farm providing food for the lord's table and clothing
for his household. It contained a hall or court where the
lord or his steward directed the administration of the estate.
The hall constituted an economic centre around which were
grouped in varying degrees of subjection the peasantry whose
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